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Abstract

This is an interview with poet Prabal Kumr Basu who is a modern poet, having eighteen poetry books
to his credit. He has carved out a definite name in the field of modern Bengali poetry and also has a
book of verse drama to his credit. He has received notable accolades and prizes as part of his writing
experience, and in this interview, he talks about his childhood, the most important and influential
poets whose poetic imprints have inspired him. Moreover, he talks about world poetry as a part of this
interview and also carries a very detailed analysis of the present condition of translation studies in the
world. The interviewer also asks him as a part of his world tours for official work and also for poetry
sessions. He recollects all the moments of poetic enrichment that have helped him in becoming a
creatively affluent individual, and a worshipper of poetry.
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Poet Prabal kumar Basu was born on 21% September, 1960, in Kolkata, the erstwhile
Calcutta. His first poem was published in Samayanug Patrika. His first poetry reading session
was in Baker Hall in Presidency College, Calcutta. It was one of the biggest poetry festivals
organized by Prabaha in Calcutta then. His first poetry book was Tumii Pratham. He has
edited a book Signposts Bengali Poetry since Independence. In 2003 he formed Calcutta
International Foundation for Art, Literature and Culture which consisted of famous artists,
theatre personalities, poets and other culturally-enriched individuals from all walks of life. In
2004, on the eve of 50" year celebration of Sahitya Akademi, Basu was invited to Bombay
for All India Poetry Festival, where he participated in reading sessions. He co-edited a
volume of Krittibas that was especially dedicated to write-ups by notable artists. In 2005,
Basu received much fame and accolades, along with the West Bengal Bangla Akademy
Puraskar, for his poetry book Jamon kore gaichhe Akash. In this same year he was invited to
the Third International Poetry Festival in Wellington, New Zealand. Mail Id:
prabalkumar@gmail.com

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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A1 +fF 37 T3 F TIHRF1F A s Tedt swaet|

oI cFI6: TYF2 AT ATSAN HAT2, TSI STITFAT TF o T8I O | 26
ST S IO g I |

SR FATF I3 S A (T AHECT IS 2T TP, TSR NFS TeTebr@ (fey, a3
@ATE (@8 6T I (AR, (7 T 8E@R, (R FNSEN a 4@ SAE N @ RE
ABTIF (FIATS AFLT AF(TC FT UFFIH| O TEE ASTT NI TS| AT AR 92 5TA
TFhore, T TN SIE 6 TFfod [TTO@ MY 93 FoNISEE 9% SENTT AFurT
TA®| O ST 92 (THSEN A T T 42 feraifezery, [{fes ssm @i,
(P18 (FT8 TIP3 faftzet™, (IS aFfaw ST 2, "its more a documentation than
anything else, which is likely to help future researchers|"

Tt vrIel: IATAE FINNF TQER &FIF IR % Fee | TMzey Fered a%aql,
TN (FRFAF 35, & SEIET 972 S[AIT STOTAT S [ (FNATSNE TolTe oTJT
ey FEMETN?

A1 PN B¢ Poetic inspiration comes from within, it has nothing to deal with anyone
else/ But, the very fact that I started writing poetry was due to an incident, (SUWNEF (ST

IRAF I F) A 9F NERIEF I =T | A" I919 T SfF T foxteay, 59
@AV SIEE FEAN| Sfel (WMo T FAC©, AT (2 NI FAP[OT AP
SIS TSI FT ST (NS TIN FF A@F BIFT (ST FEE | [
ST (BT fREelr SAE| RRTAT 432 47 sophisticated SR fRE| T@TF0a SfF -
e SRS fFeared Ak [Afedy FFEE oW IE FA@A| ST NE VIO PO TR,
TR T TR, G 0@ RS, ST ST TAREFH experiment FACS SIEEMON | AR
TG AT A RN T ©FF (@O AT e (e TR FF TN AT F SAMS

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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Fob] AN e 2@ SAF AMGe AR AT Sfd 5T FF9 IRTIF W (26 (26 IS
AT FA@ |

SAMTF YT SRS SUENF | A2 SUETF TAF [ TX(Al, FAFTSIT (NGFT IS ©fs,
©N SBNF (T(© GIRET | A CTRTHY FI RO A1, (T Sfey 3PF ATTT A=A |
SN (T Sfel FeIET @R A& feTfeasy?" AN Fefefrey "aY" | FeqErey “SNiy AFHHY ferxer|
A% JE (o fobHE IMCT ST (WF AFBT (1 IF FACET, JAEH (7, FIGANF T
ST (7T =TT TR |

I IS @2 Sfe AT (S| ©fF (R AASRIET AMME oy SIFTSNF AGT (|
SIFTT N 2T ARNES (BT ST AF6T achievement (@ M I (FAVH AITFT FIET N0
AFTT (AT == M| A 7T FF 1 SR 54" STy | TRMF FA B
e SEIMETIT S AP AF61 (T =M@ F| OV@T (@@ FfFer [ wr=rg
SO IR [ I91F FRres T=w 27 71| AT SR AF6] (777 IFE o9 20,
FE(E " ABT I (J0O =" | =T X, O IF G0 | a1 YT (i S (77247 =7,
3 S e s (711 Yo | 5 M= (7T (@2, 5 O™ | A7 (O FT fo(edy !

O 1T IACTH 92 A IFET FfFoT (¥ (6T T¥ (IENE 02 '9IR' AfaT SAfvey T
(IS FEET (@FFE 2 NFT IR B TS FAOT| ST IATFIF Jol AT FA
SRS 01 1| I IS FAMF FNRE, G AN FfFo] TOE F @1 /11 023 (F (T
ST, TAE "92 SF TSI (B, 3 (O] FAFAD I IF (777 =/ 7A@ | & I3 FfJo1
MG (@@, SAF (F AF9 AN ST B0T e, ©IFE (WY T TS JRTMETI | ST
AT TSR SHST FTe | NF AT IFS ATT AT SO I, (7 FF Ao TI83|
O N X FNFET 7 77| If0 AG 77 TR FfF7 e AT Ne@ SR 73T T,
SR FFIerR | So that was the inspiration| NRFF ST 18T, T (TF INGIEY
23T

Todt twaer 951 fF Jey (@ A (RBEET (AF @ T (TAERS, I AT
foSE QET 4A® TR FERAFE FINT Afowe! I AP PO SIS bl

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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A1 PAF B2 [ had a very enriched childhood | I differentiate between being part of a
chequered and an enriched childhood. FT@ TOIF STHIGIF (O FRTIG JT I 1| FT
O ST 3 AF (34 Rias 1S B orF g (36 HS fHEfRe] a3 78
S (TG =G SIAREN| Enriched 92 91 I (3, S AN 37 I TG e ST
(TR (TTT ACTFR TN T, YA SEINERT, (ICFE g 932 A& @@ | (72 90 Fe11
A© M ANF T AT ARSI (F O AAIFRCR IAEFAT (SIS TR FERA |
SNE I A4 AR I (@G N, [ feel privileged (I 3AT (FER AW S2EX A& |
S ST I onward TS (AR ©F SR ST S8, A3, SJAMe 1, STHATH (T
TN TIREX SN T (RIGET (I (IR S A2 T |

TroR tFT6N S>B© S (TIF F0T AT 3 IR QIR TN T 2| (1R [Z6(0
(A frCeT?

ST T 5 951 (O YT SEOIF 9361 T | YT TeTFSNTR A(eNFR @ 737 7
@ aF61 T | AN R 2 d@ aFeR SRAF 37 el wofae e
BERIAETAE AN AN 8F I (NAfR| SANEF AFE 2= el fea o 3@ I=9 (I
Rt FEMES, T3 T2 (T TP 53T (AF AR AT T 2T T8 (2 it 8 B
T2 FAE| IS TOE (12 T 7T O HIA®| fFEF O FFTMEF TS M2 A"
T 2 (AT AR *ET TNT TFTIAT =0 (T FERA (32 ANNF IR T FE |

o vFIer: APANE 13T [T7-1 67 ReF afsfze Fa1 @@ M| FH J@2 @TF
1] B AT, A frerred FfHF S AFFHE fute N fFggq1 a7 fFg-g37e
AN FAONF (PO ST JAR?

o FAF TP AR, B3 ST AREF@T (W, ST S AT F, 93 A
QARSI TR TN (T (W07 TR, (B8 FIH (TR (WOTF (FIEN FILF 5O, AN A7 I
VT TN Ry A FATg T@R T MT%w @A FE A (BB Ff [F501
I (I FE O N7 Fo0e | A I B51F3 TSI 501 FER| S, TSRS,
SICETAT (0 AT IEF P T TA® @ O NI AT I FF A m
T AT | S 3[eTe [A1S (w7 S 27 AR Fija| fFe SN ©1F METs o7 (I35 FE

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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CTENT (M0TH ST ST ST SCATGA] Ff T TSI SAAS SMAS (T (g
Folfe FE|

o vF6!: fFg TN N 2 93 (T AR 5T 9F TSI esorer F6iw, a6
fAfbau@a e QT H& 7%, &Ko, 1Y 932 (GO, I AFNOH @ I 9F BT
S| 9% [Areld FIF fF?2

A1 PANF B Travelling to nothingness / We all travel to nothingness / We think that we
are travelling to somewhere, to some destination, but that destination is actually
nothingness| (¥ FIAE ANEF 436 92 ITA® AFANFE 0F FA© @ (| So, a3

travelling BT @GR (©T journey| TSR is part of the journey / That's all, nothing more,
and it depends on how one takes ingredients from that journey, for his or her own
enrichment / So I think I could take a lot.

Tredl w6l A FAeTH (Fa @S | AN AR IFNCH TIFIF 93 (N SEH
fe TTEF MITF AfSeTO! (FA foieT?

AT FAF I (N SO (S TIFACT RN AENF T R 97 Iy | (TR 9% JIFA
AT I AET FEFGT AR 2@ ITAT 937 (@7 TIPS | IR@F JFFF BT AR
(TR | 9P ST T3 X qTHE ST AT 92 JFFF 97 O T 9F6 o103y
fEl 1984 ST 9% SAEE 97 SR R o116 TEF BT 936 I& SO N
SAMTHR AT S 0T 9% JIFROT (ST A | 5 (ST SEEI (o JIHTHGT SR
TR | ST TN [FS1y T2 92 JFHA% M| ©1R A ITFF AT 6T A=
A% 9301 [T 38 S (W@ Sfoma| S | et a3 JFEEt (RS 9%
ARENTD ARAT TS TFLTRM (T @S I=F AT | (T (FIAT TFFER 9361 T I T
@I FEE2 Oga FE IR BT I[N JEEE NP (77|

eI vFIek AN F I W @ T gl aifes S STewe, litte magazine
T35F 93 FRCIT TH] AQP MIF-MOF F= (TR IF? Aoifey i S 9357 iRy
SO N AT ST PR SR AN FEN?

ST FNF I GGT A paradigm- international poetry festival A% 6T magazine
SN | i QHEfOe (RIET little magazine SSE ST ST (G @R ©1F F1F AN N

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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2 AN FRIOTT IV T (18T I N FHA @ FiFeT CNA (FS ANFAT| BT IFG6T
29 AT M| AT ST (W8I JeoT A0 f&fes| 92 FIHE 77 INET =4, 2J©] OF
@S F© ME M 93 HFEF AP Fel To] 3% 3@ M@ Iwefes Fer
SCHFASENE el Jal e (IS BP@ FAed Sa2 Ade 7| IvF (g w9
Sfewel TA®R FFFIA| TOR/FTNG 871 IFFT 936 Tete FTol TMIT ATET
FEMRE| Ol IRE ol 9N (@ SRR (W8T 2@ (¥ o FfFer M 2@ 93%
AT (TR0 TARE 7T Ged AFET 9o 2@ FfFe1 CTNF S| 92 937 (F i Ffqer
SIETRIAT, 39 (A(® BRI, 93 (T IF Nl FFe] To® TGP O3 73| A wafe
SEFRRET-AF TN @ BIERET 43 TFA18 B eesIfFe FEeT FEma o1l abr
AF0] WG NSRS ARGT3 AFT TFSNF  FFST MOF O FEMRA, 932 (el TFENE 4
ST ST 2T DT (Y2 (A6 IR fFegotet frfeaceT |

ASTST AT AF5] Foell Jfer| DY I3 ASfEenNs FfFer "ofeen (ROFems (7 SAeqona
AR foerer FEFfAS 1) 96 I FeT TCE CTF SANF J AT ST FACE | ST FeACEN
ASH BFINF TG AT OF] F(I6] "NEFT NI FE, IF6T @I TN, N IH
oo 22 (AT (A(® ©RE 3T ARME @6 T/ 8 NEAINE W@ A IE7 f9m
ST, TR SWE T SefAfod SO oG] ST ST Sy | SNHAPTAR

SIS M 9T 4, OFF SN AN 99 3T FIEART FEF T TER, ST A
FAGT IR | (57 I BT S FNE, 511 IF F FE? 81 I a1 oy o1t fu@
fafe, B FE 56 A |

SN ©F (ST, SN foferery, Siferetr, a5+ S G FE (I(© AFERT A | ©E AN [T
ST Aeb] 7Y TF SO NF F| BIF (FeRT 4367 aFeel Aot AFME 361 -
FIGTIF TA® AR AT AF6] @ FF01 S 52| @I NET AF6T (G, YA ST
(A o] AR, O/F SN AF6] NRF&E, (T IF AFG HiJ 07, Y TGl &
FfAS] TOE | POl TG &, 5 N6 & interaction T, OT CTH| 8% (T HIG] X,
TOH (FF 32 JF-FIOBIT (A@ T [FE A AN o7 Fup I Fa0 THE| F&F &S
(@1 FT FAE | A (T, TR TR 0T FEASPNE 8aw| 9FSEF o7 CF 3@,
fFafe w1 fifeE, 8% w7 RifeEa sy FaR @fEE I @I 200¢ SR fASfaTs e feoE
e il et | TR TR0 AT AT (R, HAN FAR, AN FBT 7w, AT 77 RHAG 77
S T O, AT N2 I 7 @ 07 TS G617

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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A%BT AR AF6] WP AMF| AR AT Yad AN T 0P (RE-(NF, TR GOR{6 FErS:-
RTASIAG ( 51T, 951 AF 9F AT FITSTTIF S N G|

e vFIel: AT I @ FITTAGI AT TIAS-AAFT FIES 972 @ NFA FamT|
S 15 (FTTSIE AT 9F ] S 97 (TRRST M S et Y& A1er?

ST FAF T2 BT *®, all wishful wishes| FC1 particular form-a &A@ T F0@
FACO, TAN 9T FIG T N, ©AF IFANAS M 2T, ST AT B0 [F5 I FH© TR
SICT (ST ©NR IAMTFO! genre Yoo BT 9% Yo SIAR IR 57 foiaifer Fe, 78
FIAAGIOIT N A®, (T A (IBT Fe@ G1RfR, (I6T WY FROF I AR &, (67
FHALE A AP SIETSN Feo M|

And I as a character, I always prefer to travel the path less travelled | FIALF IRATH Y
@S o6 2F | AT (TEIF2 AT A TFTT FA© (G| By A faf® o2 73, Iy
AE TRFS! TN (WECRGH Fe fR@R (399 TqaSiee sl (W (&
FIFO FRAGS A& OF M@ ARR FRERTE, M 5™ @F FE 8F
fTR@ERTT I @ NMEITEfe A TR (1Y eFams @ @R FE5ey
AASAT T (SR, FITFALS @ G FEfR, FITTAGCS (AT ST =0l FEfR| So

I got myself in various aspects of verse drama/poetic dramal

Trodl sael: AT SR STIFTS AT SGIICH AT AN | ST (77 g
FIS SoI5 BY AP T 77, IF 9F6 TOIIN bfHa ROIE &7 (77|

ST P T3z SGAIET ST TN OIS AT, SN AR JERA SaII0GT (IS,
S TOTIAT IIAT| SN (ST (REHT 78 T | fF A (o7 F& forafeems a3z

I CTT (N T FF (I, T2 I T4 et ot (¥, 82 THI61 A FIR
AFHT I(EF WOl | ©IFAES T Ao IRTR T (FoT, A1, Afe =T ARETS 4F-7 T2F
oOF TR | SoFI0 AP AFToF FTRIBIR A MR SNT KT SFhe (1= oD
T MR Soa357 | 9 (FSTF SeaIT YA, SNF NET AGSIF (N
SR, Y& S AN ST {SfVe, S5 b, 951 (3@F Io0e =, TSI as=
SIRE =77 2| G-aF61 (553 (¥ TSHIAG 23 ©1 77, (613 =Y

Foq vFTol: JqAW AT ISP SN AM@E NRETE [FONF Fo[a FE®R? AqI™
2oy @ s fese Tome F?

ST FAF T3z So@T N (I67 I 7, AT (I67 ARG 41 FfH, 00 FiTer seEms
A, (T 93 [T, Qi I (&

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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FAPTOT T, HFHT AT (e, ANSE AE 7| AAI@A], A AqdW FE, ST
AT S translation (F transcreation 8 I (G| AT 7 AfFER©

translation A7 FI& YT AF6T T | ANOS history of civilization TR history of translation |
JNFT T AT 3@ T (© BF FIAN, O AT =fF @WTSL w3 A communicate
FFO| N BT T (e CIR, IE AP, JE (&R (ST, 813 (O IFHIE
translation] TRGSYA translation SEFAT| TRE REA MRy F (737 SAFNAT G(® HS
1l =iferT MifRey TGte MHeW o, (TEFT TGe THe™ 1| FETEr s a0 NFE
TSP, ST RGO AP G T | T =mferT MRy (T YT oym ©F AHT FI Sfel?
SIAT Marquez 0@ TEST o], e[ AT BT SAefdTn FA] SIF Sarat| g &
(TSTE T T, I} A[IMET AF6] HEO1RT O, IR (T (T (FNFH A FAR, ©TF
ST SR FE, ST FI6, FIOE (7 AFET JGIOF FIO (0 FE | ANGH (0T (761 27
A1l A F foT@m, (61 I3 AT @ Fa0 I(w, OAF (7 T A(©] FWqW FE | HE
SAEE MRSy FAAR (@A [{FET AN (TFR q1 % AR MRy Fa2 [{ogg
@FE TS TFAE TEE ST, (2q2 q1, aR (@S 91 AFTee | ImE T a3k
AANASF ATIFTIET (R AFFTICT (W A | ST ARG (T (T SefAT0 XA, B 7T, eI
(%, 778, 59 (1R (o127 9% (e T (57 A, (F (107 fICIR (A 5 QAN 20® A |
SAT FAGANRE 757 DAy 57 IR FATAMXE 8% Fo@™ % A1 W.B. Yeats (W T
fates, a3z afSE 1 F@ e, 3BT M 2T 711 FIHHANNF NS et (I Ty W.B.
Yeats 932 Ezra Pound 93 A (TAREN | 934 (NN (T (F SROIF (O] (3,
RS (73, (¥ 9% RO TREH (00 M| T YT IS (@A ST AW (=@
(I AFITT (72| NRSTACT Saef 2SI (T A2 62 0T 5y FERAT (7R @R SNH
A 2T, T3 NI fome foPsIR (T FIE |

TNoq vraer: ATNT 5y 5y FROT IR FAGE NS, Jg, A 9 & [
e g SoEsr ROTE 2T 971 92 TPfed STMESE F (FTed JHEd T56 F
SIA® CTATH?

S FAF TP AT N I A1 (T AN YT pessimistic ST fa@ | ST (w7200
THFSIE pessimistic T FAC I (I TFTGF So[51 S FAT T 7R, (NS Areffuey

CORAET AFed FRPIR AFF A1fF| (TR AASNT R AT FROF THM (TIAR|
AN AFO BT (O exactly a journey to reach to oneself that is ultimately poetry/ One

never reaches, but the journey continues| 9% ¥ STE NNT FNAFN SefF5 A GIFT
(@ | A (TN NEFSNE GET R 35 A= AF61 3Fhe, Teddoi IR 9=, A

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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AFE] TR TF| A2 STEFBIS AN NS O g STorF | 2T FIOE (F4 FE, (O]
Rfeaaa@ (F4 FE, [F8 T AT [or ez =)

Froq tFI6T: ITAbad o1 473 FFT ST % I |

T A P IAA6a AFCT AP JET AR, (F OF A0 S AFEF o, (7 577
BF I O T NAIFONT O AW (T, OFAH S[ANE FFTT FIF FI5S FFeI
=1GT 39 758 ot 11 fF@foe afasr M@ 3, Crase 53 ot o1 (1R STory1 (o1} ©rdel
(AFE AT BF FH1 W TAMT o IO I 318, Fg-Ffog A=y For3
@8 I8 FE@| IFEtad @FE 2@ (Fo7Mal STNEeEd], d6F, FEma AT 7S,
T, REsE, B, G e oy 799 37 @R 79 3E® IeEtal R e
ST N, o 9F(0 T (TS tofF Fa@ (&R I N 27|

o trTor: A FSHT FACH A6 (FF T (TTT?

SR PR PP A IIA] TGS IS8 & | BY AFC TN — O =61 A5G 5F51%
FryF| By JFYE AT (TN TPMAF FoE 91 (S, Tema @ Iwe e e
M CR (BB FF3F |

Ffer

(5 I
Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited required. It is a live
interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of Litinfinite Journal.
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TR S oy 43

I3 SewIfFe

(O@% s FEF I@
(ST% (bR 57e?

Ok A fSIE® ST 1Eee
AfSE firam =
SUTH] FER [T T9

(TS (ST AT
CTGT (@R OS]

SN (F STAEE AN
AN BT (ST FIR2 CNAT
BY Fo© SR AT AGFTE

(TATT FAT
ST FHE T,

g3 feraf

T3 ferafi (72 (o7l
FH@ O (TR
REIERGICIIEI O

F e 72492 (8 (W® (tA®
(TR OFH By

©18 ©IF MAISEN F16T

g2 ferafa

ferre ferate 8y

(G EREIO)]

ﬁ .. . o
©) litinfinite

Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited
required. It is a live interview taken by Sreetanwi Chakraborty, Chief-Editor of

Litinfinite Journal.
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